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MISCELLANEOUS. 


Present state of Christianity in the United 
States. 

While primitive Christians, amidst perse- 
cutions, contempt and sufferings, were en- 
gaged in preaching and propagating the,re- 
ligion of Jesus, it was not respected by men 
of dignity and wealth. It was too much op- 
posed in its spirit and injunctions to the car- 
nal appetite, and it therefore became neces- 
sary to new model it to suit all the purposes 
of power, wealth and fashions. As soon as 
worldly sanctions and motives began to mix 
their influence with it, it was contaminated, 
and therefore ceased to be the religion of 
Jesus Christ. It can, in fact, have no con- 
nexion with earthly principalities and pow- 
ers, nor derive any aid and support from 
them. By this criterion we always have an 
unerring test of the character of true or false 
religion. 

he pride and avarice of the clergy. pre- 
pared the way for the connexion of Church 
and State, which was begun in the days of 
ConStantine, and consummated under the 
Christian Roman Emperors. When the 
empire was broken into ten kingdoms, the 
clergy maintained their power and- domin- 
ion among them all, evento the degradation 
of secular authorities. The professors of 
christianity had now lost sight of the pre- 
cepts and the example ofits head and found- 
er, and by their apostacy and wickedness 
converted the religion of the gospel into a 
source of state policy, pride aid avarice. 

The Emperor Constantine, who was 
hailed by the clergy and officers of the 
Church as the great friend and protector of 
the Christian religion, must in turn reward 
those officers of the Church with honors, 
power and riches. This corrupt foundation 
laid to promote the cause of religion, which 
addresses itself to the pride and ayarice of 
man, has been cemented and strengthend 
by every succeeding age since.—Titles of 
the most exalted kind, down to Reverend 
and D. D. with princely emoluments, sal- 
aries and benefactions, have all emanated 
from this sourse, 

In the United States, this. same spirit. is 
daily becoming more manifest, In the elec- 
tion of a chief magistrate or other officer, it 











is with many an indispensable condition, that 
he professes religion, or favour psy 6 
guished sect. We are left to our own con- 
clusions in seeing the chief magistrates 
of states and other principal men ini 

their talents and influence to aid the cause 
of theological and other societies. Magis- 


_|trates and candidates for office, must soon 
‘not only be required to believe and 


rofess 
the dogmas of some sect, but to do itin 
a.way that will tend to the elevation of such 
men as must rule and govern us. Those 
pronounced infidels and heretics must not be 
admitted to a participation in our temporal 
and political concerns, and any. found in 
such stations must be expelled from them. 
Services and privileges will be interchange- 
able and inseparable ; they will act and re- 
act, and the end will be to corrupt the foun- 
tains of public justice, and perhaps destroy 
the best features of the constitution. 
Clerical influence is so secret, insinuating, 
and invisible in its operation on the credu- 
lity and ignorance of our fellow beings, that 
they unsuspectingly become the victims of it. 
Every avenue tothe passions is sought. 
Hope and fear are alternately wrought on to 
produce—contributions. The blessings of 
immortality, or the most alarming apprehen. 
sions of future punishment are presented t 
induce the public to give liberally. This 
mercenary and ambitious order ofmen would 
fain make us believe that they are the true 
representatives of the Cnurch, and specially 
favoured with a divine commission to preach 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. They are in 
fact filling the kingdom .of the beast all this 
time with darkness, while they flatter the 
pride instead of crossing the passions and 
appetite of mankind. 
otwithstanding the successful opposition 
made by thé reformation to the kingdom of 
the beast, the spirit and principle of that 
kingdom have continued and triumphed ever 
since, in every nation and country professi 
christianity, where temporal and spiritu 
ower are connected with each other. 
Names and countries do not alter or destroy 
the spirit of that power, which is restrained 
by law from taking life and liberty, while 
delusion and hypocrisy can operate unpun- 
ished. and unseen. Thanks to the reign of 
the laws and to the progress of light and 
knowledge, which help to dissipate the mists 
of ignorance and mitigate the evils which 
the clergy would gladly inflict on all who 
reject their authority. Instead of external 
force, coercion of another kind is resorted to, 
to attain their purposes. By art and ingen- 
ious management, all classcs of society are 





made to believe their present and future pros- 
pects in giving their interest and sup- 
port to this order ofmen.’ On the one hand, 
the flourishing state of the Church is held 
out for their encouragement to add further 
contributions to increase its splendor and dig- 
nity, and to enlarge its dominion, that they 
may partake of the present bles%ings and 
advantages which their liberality and zeal 
will secure to them. On the other, they are 
threatened with the loss of all these blessings, 
and of incurring the vengeance of heavenit 
they withhold their aid and benefactions. 
Thus pe are made to see that external 
pone and plenty on earth, and endless fe- 
icity hereafter, will be the reward of honor- 
ag serving a mercenary priesthood. 
lie clergy are always the sycophants and 
flatterers of men of power andj wealth, and 
the latter make a return to them in’ confer- 
ring advantages.and privileges, which their 
station enables them to bestow. The lower 
orders seeing and admiring the piety and 
zeal of those above them, are ever ready to 
imitate them. : 
A connexion is now regularly and system- 
atically forming in this country between the 
clergy and our civil officers, magistrates, and 
ilitary men. He who does not precieve 
uch an approaching compact between re- 
ligious, civil and military power, must be 
wilfully blind to the slow and gradual. en- 
croachments of clerical power in every coun- 
try which has been made the victim of it. 
The pulse of the nation will be carefully 
watched, and as soon as the present prepar- 
atory course has effected its design, appeals 
may be next made to grag for @ por- 
tion of the publick land, for the purposes of 
religious instruction, and the creation of the- 
ological seminaries, in order to induct the 
nation into such particular tenets as ought 
to actuate it.—By aid of civil, the clerical 
power will gain an ascendency that will con- 
stantly seek an enlargemeut,—and places of 
public trust will be withheld from those who 
do not give in their adhesion to the establish- 
ed orthodox faith. e 
Such will be the temptation and influence 
which will be excited:'to make canyerts. to 
the right faith, and to join in the compact 
we have been speaking of. That will be re- 
puted the orthedox religion which has se- 
cured toAtself the greatest worldly advanta- 
ges, and which ean be best maintained by 
learning and eloquence, art and address. 
A national creed, Jike the collects in the 
Romish and Britislt rituals, will want to be 
prepared and arranged to serve all the pur- 
poses of peace and war, abundance and want, 
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sickness and distress, perils on land and wa- 
ter, whether engaged in sober business or in 
the effusion of human blood.—The religion 
of the heart, however, depends on somethi 
else than a formal set of words prepared an 
prescribed by earthly potentates and merce- 
nary priests co-operating to beguile and de- 
lude their fellow men. 

But in order to divert the mind from the 
tear and service of God, to man’s devices, if 
is to substitute forms and emblems 
of worship to delude the populace, so as to 
dispose them the more readily to confound 
religion with appearances, and to do homage 
to their ecclesiastical rulers, that they may 
submit to those exactions required to support 
their authbrity over them. 

The great mass of mankind, generally dis- 
posed to blind homage and superstition, are 
easily carried away by the seductions of men 
in a garb fitted to deceive them ; ‘nor have 
the clergy, in any country, failed to improve 
oportunities to take advantage of their weak- 
ness and credulity. No such juggling and 
imposture can be tolerated under the king- 
dom of Jesus Christ, which every where 
enjoins sincerity , self-denial, and abasement. 

Every thing seems to be tending more 
and more, in this country, to the formation 
of our institutions so as to produce uniform- 
ity of sentiment and opinion, both in Church 
and State, and to exalt the influence of the 
clerical body. Constantine, by his zeal and 
interest for the cause of religion, and the 

dizement of the Church, prepared the 
way for the degradation and slavery of the 
ten kingdoms of the beast, or those ‘nations 
of the continent which had contributed s 
much to the success of his cause. The 
grand councils which were so long engaged, 
after his time, in establishing the Roman 
Catholick religion over these countries, and 
im prepareing those imposing and idolatrous 
forms Welcnglag to it, were indebted to his 
power and authority for their final success. 
That which influences and effects an individ- 
ual may a nation,—and that which was at 
first small and weak, may, in succeeding 
generations, insensibly ! by{gaining constant 
accessions of strength, become so great and 
powerful, and get so interwoven with the 
civil and religious institutions of the country 
by time and habit, as to be beyond the reach 
of remedy except by violence and bloodshed. 

Approaches to clerical power and domin- 
ion are making in this country under the 
most specious guises,—let those beware then, 
who are on the side of the priesthood, lest 
in aiding their cause they check the pro- 
gress of knowledge and liberty, and thereby 
entail slavery and wretchedness on our 
country. A Virerntan. 


“ Money answereth all things.” 
Eccle. x. 19. 
And what makes it worthy of the highest 
consideration is the increase of its efficacy. 
In the eleventh century it was discovered 





| by Urban II. that money could procure 
solution from the foulest sins, so as to pre- 
vent the soul from enduring the’ pains of) 
purgatory ; and the pope, who was Christ’s 
vicegerent on earth, had power'to grant -in=/ 
dulgences for money. Inthe sixteenth cen- 
tury this traffic, as managed by Leo X. was 
incalculably lucrative to the papal see, and 
would ‘ cover a multitude of sins,’ as com- 
pletely as did charity in the time of St. Pe- 
ter. In this, St. Peter’s successors made a 
very useful improvement ; for as they and 
the clergy generally were entirely destitute 
of charity, it was a very great as well as an 
indispensable improvement to find a substi- 
tute. The rich, by thisimprovement, could 
indulge in the worst of crimes with impuni- 
ty, because indulgences could be sold cheap, 
being in such extensive demand and scarcely 
any expense tothe Pope, who vended them: 
The following is the form of an indulgence : 
‘May our Lord Jesus Christ have mercy 
upon thee, and absolve thee by his most 
holy passion. And I, by his authority, that 
of his blessed apostles, Peter and Paul, and 
of the most holy Pope, granted and com- 
mitted to me in these parts, do absolve thee, 
first, from all ecclesiastical censure, in what- 
ever manner they have been incurred : then 
from all thy sins, transgressions, and excess- 
es, how enormous soever they may be : even 
from such as'are reserved from the cogniz- 
ance of the holy see, and as far as the keys 
of the holy church extend. I remit to you 
all punishment which you deserve in purga- 
tory on their account : and I restore you to 
the holy sacraments ofthe church, to the 

nity of the faithful, and to that innocence 
and purity which you possessed at baptism : 
So that when you die, the gates of punish- 
ment shall be shut, and the gates of the par- 
adise of delight shall be opened ; and if you 
shall not die at present, this grace shall re- 
main in full force when you are at the point 
of death. In the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost.” 

The first cost ofsuch an instrument need 
not be even one farthing, and yet was of 
such immense avail.—Although of such 
worth they were sold for atrifle , but as ev- 
ery body wanted them the profits were ex- 
ténsive. 

The preachers, who were employed to 
sell these securities against the pains of pur- 
gatory, were fervent in their calls and invita- 
tions to the people,‘ and ‘certified them 
that, “This was the unspeakable gift of 
God, in order to reconcile men to himself. 
That the cross erected by the preachers of 
indulgences was equally efficacious with the 
cross of Christ itself.” “ Lo,” said they, 
‘the heavens are open : if you enter not now, 
whex will you enter ? For twelve pence you 
may redeem the soul of your father out of 
pargatory ; and are you so ungrateful that 
you will not rescue the soul of your parent 
from torment ? If you hadbut’one coat, you 
ought to strip yourself instantly, and sell it, 








inorder to | se’ such benefit,” &c. 
This kind of language sounds familiarly. It 
is the genuine sy)eof our present Mission- 
ary preachers. But money is far better 
now than it was'in‘the sixteenth century. 
Then it could only purchase an exemption 
from purgatory ; but now a few cents, thrown 
into a missionary box, will save a soul from 
hell, the dreadful state of the eternally mis- 
erable ! What a discovery this! No won- 
der our pious young men are engaged in ob- 
taining money for the missionary purposes. 
With what zeal must they burn ; what holy 
raptures must they feel when persuading 
men, women and children to part with a 
few cents for the eternal salvation of immor- 
tal souls! Whocan wonder that they up- 
braid.us with hard heartedness, when we 
withhold that which alone can render the Sa- 
viour of the least use to poor sinners ! 

It'was stated by the preachers of indul- 
gences, that “The souls confined in pur- 
gatory, for whose redemption indulgences 
are purchased, as soon as the money tink- 
les'in the chest, instantly escape from that 
place of torment, and ascend into heaven.”’t 
May we not suppose, that now, when the 
money tinkles in the missionary box, the 
devil’s gripe isloosened from the souls of 
the idolaters in heathen lands ? 

If because money could save souls from 
purgatory, in days of old, the preachers 
were zealous in obtaining it, how much more 
earnestly ought our missionary preachers to 
strive to obtain it now, when it has been 
discovered that it can save from endless 
torments which are worse than the pains of 
purgatory. If preachers, who believe this 
doctrine are not faithful,they must be abom- 
inable ; and if people, who believe it, will 
not give, they must be stupid. H. B. 


¢ Ibid. 


. 


*Buck’s Theologi¢al Dictionary. 


CLERICAL POLICY. 

Mr. Epiror,—A free and unshackled 
Press is the bulwark of our national freedom, 
and the terror of clerical ‘despots ; because 
thev know that it is the only weapon that 
can reach the root of intolerance and priést- 
ly hypocrisy. By means ofthe Press, we 
become acquainted with the bloody and cru- 
el secrets of the inquisition. By the Press, 
we have the cruelties of former and later 
persecutions, (under the name of orthodoxy) 
handed down to the rising generation, in 
order to warn us against deceivers, and 
bartering our birth-right for the fetters of in- 
tolerance and priestly despotism ; these 
enemies of the rights of man assume vari- 
ous modes of attack to undermine the fab- 
rie of civil and religious liberty. The work, 
though seemingly slow, is no less determ- 
ined upon. Clerical policy runs deep and 
smooth, cunning andrevengeful. The ele- 
vation of the church to secular authority, 
and the essumption of the clergy to power, 
has been gradual and systematic in evéry 
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country and age, until the church became 
at last a terror and a scourge, instead ofa 
blessing to the human race. 

If we look at su 

shall discover a strong coincidence between 
the rising influence of clerical authority in 
former times, and the gradual usurpation of 
the clergy in the present age. 
’ I shall quote one instance as a matter of 
fact, to shew what might be expected from 
this pious fraternity, could they but grasp the 
arm of secular power. 

I have heard a great reformer in divinity 
and a divine too, belonging to the T. 
church in New-York, pray that God would 
shovel from the face of the earth, all the un- 
converted and ungodly rulers of our land ; 
({ suppose all who could not come up to 
his standard of Hopkinsianism) and declar- 
ed no man could be a Christian who could 
not response Amen to this benediction ; and 
actually denounced all the city of New- 
York as wicked and worse than Babylon, 
for not submitting to the easy and pious yoke 
of a few disinterested and benevolent cler- 
gy, of about four or five, who wanted to 
form a pious union with our civil authori- 
ties in the administration of justice ; to the 
making choice of a few pious men to public 
offices, and a peep now and then into the 
Treasury. O the depth and mystery of the 
craft. New-York Telescope. 


CORRUPTION OF THE CHURCH 
OF ROME.—an Extract. 

4 list of the superstitions which have been in- 
troduced into Christianity by the Roman 
Church, and which have no authority in 
scriplure. 

1. The worship of saints and martyrs ; 
and also the relics of supposed saints. 

2. The introduction of the Monks and 
their system ; an order totally unknown to 
the primitive church. 

3 Deception allowed, when by that means 
the interests of the church can be promot- 
ed. 

4, Pretended miracles wrought, and sanc- 
tioned by the church. 

5. Souls of saints invoked by the church, 
the same as was formerly the heathen gods. 

6. The church being made the refuge of 
all kinds of crimes by Boniface V. 

7. The sale of all kinds of indulgencies by 
the church. , 

8. The complete and absolute superma- 
cy of the Pope, and which is declared in 
the following extravagant words, ‘‘ That 
the Bishop of Rome is the supreme lord of 
the universe, and that neither princes nor 
bishops, civil governers nor ecclesiastical 
rulers, have any lawful power in church but 
what they derive from him.” 

9. The murder of heretic kings allowed, 
and declared in council. 

10. Auricular confession established by 
the church, by which the liberties of the 
laity are completely destroyed. This®was 


done by Innocent III. 


events, we 


‘of gross ignorance that then reigned. 





11. Works of supererogation ofthe saints, 

which was the on which the sale of in- 

dulgencies drew. ; 
12. The bloody inquisition established by 

Gregory the IX. completes the catalogie of 

crimes of the Catholic Church. 

_ “It will next be shewn what were the ef- 


fects of this Catholic Religion, when un- 


controlled by the civi: power. 

ing what is generally termed the mid- 
die centuries, from the 5th to the 12th, super- 
stition reigned with full sway. In those 
countries under the control ofthe church of 


D.| Rome, the common people could neither 


read nor write, and the doctrines of the bi- 
ble were unknown, except so much as suited 
the church : the people were nearly all vas- 
sals to the church ; and obliged to d » with- 
out reward whatever was requested by the 
heads of it. Nothing can exceed the ~~ 
n 
this state of the church it was not uncom- 
mon to lay states or nations under interdict, 
and to absolve the subjects from their alle- 
giance to their prince when he refused to 
comply with the arbitrary demands of the 
Pope.—This generally produced the most 
shocking scenes that can be imagined—the 
dead lying unburied—no marriages—no 
christenings—no sacrament—nothing but 
murders and horrid scenes presented them- 
selves every where—and there was neither 
safety in person nor propérty. Another of 
the effects ofthis system of religion was fan- 
atical wars, religious persecutions, and the 
shocking cruelties of the inquisition, which 
filled all christendom with horror.—Another 
of the dreadful effects on private and pub- 
lic society, and arising from this system of 
religion, was the doctrine that Catholics 
need hold no faith with heretics. This of 
course destroyed all confidence between 
man and man ; and I think, if this principle 
is stillheld by that church in this country, 
all those who are employed in public office 
should at least, be required to abjure it as I 
understand it is exacted from those who at 
present hold offices under the British gov- 
ernment of that profession. 

From the facts that I have brought for- 
ward, I think 1 am warranted in drawing the 
following conclusions :—That before the re- 
formationthe Roman Catholic Church had 
completely subvertedthe Christian religion, 
as taught by Jesus Christ and his Aposties, 
and substituted in its place one made up of 
Jewish and Heathenish rites, with a few de- 
tached Christian notions : I therefore con- 
clude, that “the idea of a just, holy, and 
good God, was at that time almost oblitera- 
ted from the world.” 

Inthe course ofthis discussion, I have 
not suffered myself to be drawn aside by an- 
swering remarks respecting Martin Luther, 
John Calvin, John Knox, or any other re- 
formers, neither did I think it proper to say 
any thing in defence of any sects of Protes- 
tants, as I conceive nothing of this kind had 
any thing to do with the corruptions of the 


Catholic Church, before the reformation : 
but I have endeavoured to adhere stricty to 
the points in controversy. 
he principle of the Reformation. being 
once established, I have no idea that the 
world will be content with the ideas of the 
first real reformers. I hope to see the fair 
Christian fabric restored to its original beau- 
ty ; a system worthy ofa good God to give; 
and fational man to receive. . 
~ 
BLESSINGS AND EVILS OF LIFE—COMPARED. 
Noruinc is more calculated to comfort us 
in disappointment and di than the 
admitting it as a principle, that there is more 
good than evil inthe world. Let us in re- 
ality consult the most wretched of men, 
and ask, if he can mention as many causes 
for complaint as he has motives grati- 
tude. It will appear, that however grea 
his misfortunes may be, they are not equal 
to the multitude of blessings he has received 
in the course of his life. To prove this 
truth more clearly, let us reckon the days 
we have passed in health, and the small num- 
ber in which we have been sick, to the few 
vexations and sorrows we experience in do- 
mestic and civil society ; let us oppose the 
many pleasures they afford us ; let us com- 
pare all the good, innocent actions, by which 
the greater part of mankind make themselves 
useful either to themselves or others, to the 
few hurtful actions they are guilty of ; let ug: 
count, if we can, all the pleasing sensations 
which each sense. affords us, and all the 
easures belonging to every age, condition 
d profession ; let us count, if we can, all 
the pleasing sensations which éach serise 
affords us, and all the pleasures belonging to 
every age, condition, and profession ; let 
us count the gifts which Nature bestows in 
such abundance, and which human industry 
makes use of, to furnish us with an infinity 
of pleasures and conveniences ; let us reck- 
on the satisfaction wé felt when we escaped 
any danger, or gained any victory over our- 
selves, or had done any virtuous or senible 
action ; let us reckon all the blessings we 
remember to have enjoyed, and asain at 
the same time, that we can recollect but 
the smallest part of them ; let us be con- 
vinced, that it is our being accustomed ta 
blessings that makes us so sensible of evils, 
that new prosperity’ makes us forget the 
former, and that, ifthe impreséions’ of our 
misfortunes are so deeply engraved in our 
memories, it is precisely becausé they sel- 
dom afflict us ; let us’ com the happy 
events we remember though but’ the smal- 
lest part of what we have enjoyed; to the 
evils, the use of which we are not yet ac- 
quainted with. I do not speak of all the evils 
we may remember ; for I do not mean those 
which lead to good, and have been the source 
of many great advantages. I do not speak 
of those evils, which, being presetvatives 
from greater, are dispensed to mnankind, to 





make them better and more happy; ‘or to 
instruct others by their example. These 
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sorts of evils are compensated by their ben- 
eficent effects. Inthe calculation I wish to 
make, we must only oppose to the apse et 
we recollect, the evils which we do not pet | 
know the use of; and I say, that if we make | 
this computation in calm and cool moments, | 
and not in time of affliction, vexation, anxie- 
ty, or sickness, we shall be convinced, that | 
the good predominates greatly over the evils | 
of this world. Wherefore, then, does man 
think so little of the continual proofs he re- 
ceives of God’s goodness ? Why does he 

love to see the gloomy side of things, and | 
torment himself with unreasonable cares and 
anxieties ? Does not the Divine Providence 
surround us with pleasing objects ? Why 
then dwell always on our infirmities, on 
what we have not, and on the misfortunes 
which may happen to us ? Why magnify 
them in our fancy, and perversely turn our 
eyes from all that might make us easy and 
cheerful ? But we are formed thus. The 
least distress fixes our whole attention, 
while a long train of happy hours pass away 
unobserved. Let us banish opinions that 
must render us miserable. Let us be fully 
convinced, that God has bestowed his bles- 
sings impartially throughout the world ; and 
no man has a right to complain, but, on the 
contrary, a thousand just reasons to sing 
praises andthanksgivings. Blessed, there- 
fore, be the Lord, who fills our hearts with 
joy and gladness. If he sometimes tries us 
with iction, his consolations soon pour 
balm into our souls. In his goodness he 
vouchsafes to promise us happiness, eternal 

and unclouded. He leads us, by secret 
and unknown paths, to the lot he designs 
us. Even the trials he now and then sends 
us have most merciful views, which we shall 
one day acknowledge. In the mean time, 
he spares us evils beyond our strength. His 
almighty and paternal hand protects us, and 
his eyes are ever upon us.— Sturm. 


PROVIDENCE, 
Sarurpay, Aueust 12, 1826. 





“ Earnestly contend for the faith.” 





TO OUR PATRONS. 

In presenting our readers with the. first 
-No. third Volume of the Christian Tele- 
scope, we have only to say, that our future 
course of proceedure will continue to be, as 
it always has been, frank and generous. We 
shall never fail of presenting our readers 
with such information, on religious and mor- 
al subjects, as we think best calculated to 
lease and instruct. Neither shall we suf- 
er any opportunity to escape of exposing 
such instances of imposture agd deceit, as 
shall come to our knowledge. We are sen- 
sible that in commencing the duties of 
our station, we are undertaking a hideous 
task, and under the most discouraging cir- 
cumstances. We have to contend with per- 





haps as powerful a set of men as our coun- 
try affords—the Clergy ; and we have to 
contend against the most obstinate of ene- 
mies—the prejudices, and false impressions 
ofa deluded world. But hard as our task 
may be, we shall not despair of success. in 
our undertaking, so long as we can gain the 
attention of candid and reflecting minds. 
When these fail, farewell to all our labours. 
Tis the attention of the serious and candid, 
and of these alone we wishto gain, and if we 
gain these we are confident, nay, sure of 
success. In the accomplishment of our 
task, we have to solicit the aid of all those 
so disposed, both of our own and of oppo- 
site sentiments. We shall endeavour to an- 
swer all inquiries which may be made, in 
the most plain and candid manner of which 
we are capable, provided they appear to be 
made with a desire for information. Corres- 
pondents of all denominations, will find our 
columns always open for. the admission of 
their favours, provided they are couched in 
mild and decent language ; such as are not 
will be rejected, for harsh and indecent lan- 
guage can never serve to advance the 
cause we advocate, With these few re- 
marks we lay the commencement of our la- 
bours before the public ; though made up from 
a scanty assortment of papers, we trust 
that even the present No. willnot be found 
altogether uninteresting ; we shall endeay- 
our to improve in this particular by extending 
our exchanges as far as practicable. Believ- 
ing our cause to be founded in justice,we shall 
continue to advocate it to the extent of our 
abilities, trusting in the arm of God for sup- 
port, in the discharge of the arduous duties 
that may devolve upon us, Epirtors. 


INTOLERANCE. 
Intolerance in a greater or less degree, 
has been the characteristic of almost if not 
every sect which has arisen in the world, 


"| since the dawn of christianity broke upon 


the human mind, to the present moment. 
That baneful spirit of malicious envy, that 
domineering passion of self-will, seems to 
have taken such deep root in the human 
heart, that no principles however pure, no 
doctrine however liberal, no sentiment how- 
ever ennobling can withstand its all-power- 
ful sway. Before it, the most beautiful de- 
signs of moral intelligences become deform- 
ed, and the richest fruits of intellectual en- 


terprise, are blasted by its withering touch. 
Before it, light is made to wear the appear- 
ance of midnight darkness, and truth to bear 
the resemblance of detested falsehood. 
Against liberality, intolerance seems to be 


arrayed in its most imposing forms. Liber- 
ality is indeed its most hateful foe. As what- 
ever bears the greatest dissimilarity to light, 
appears comparatively dark, so whatever ap- 
pears the most liberal, is but the more prom- 
inent land-mark, for;the naked arrows of ha- 
tred and persecution to fall on, with their 
most deadly force. Liberality never can 





foster such weapons for her defence, she 
needs them not. Persecution, intolerance 
and malice, ne’er found their resting place, 
but ’neath the poisonous cloak of error, ha- 
tred and presumption. ‘To these, it isnear- 
ly allied, but, with them, liberality claims no 
affinity. Hence, if we look into the pages 
of history, we shall discover the plainest tra- 
ces of persecution in the blood-staied paths 
of beastly pride and domineering faction. 
With the reign of kings and potentates, com- 
menced the reign 6f blood-shed, and with 
the downfall of empires and of factions, be- 
gan the march of reason and the develop- 
ment of the most liberal and ennobling princi- 
ples which adorn the character of the chris- 
tian world. In all ages kings and poten- 
tates have been the grand pillars on which 
are supported the crimson scaffolds of faction, 
and from whom have proceeded the most in- 
satiable spirit of envy, intolerance and re- 
venge. 

From the inquisitions of christian Rome 
and Spain, the Bastiles of France, the Pag- 
ados of India, and the blood-stained plains 
of Palestine, the human mind turns with hor- 
ror and disgust. They present a spectacle 
from which reason recoils, and at which in- 
telligence shudders. Rome, what was she ? 
Read her history ! The history of pride, in- 
tolerance and presumption. Her rulers, 
her popes, her crusading chiefs, the guardi- 
ans of her existence, claiming to themselves 
the ennobling attributes of honor, justice and 
infallibility, were but the petty baubles of 
intolerance, and the pliant engines of ava- 
rice and lawless pride. Her highest excel- 
lence was hardened bravery, and her cardi- 
nal virtue was arrogant revenge. Her 
downfall was hastened by her over-weaning 
safety, and the same torch which lit the fu- 
neral pyre of her victims, sealed her own 
destruction. 

And France ! Look at her detested dun- 
geons ! See the massy door of her Bastile 
roll upon its hinges, which incloses in its 
incarcerating dungeons the bravest of her 
sons, the wealthiest of her subjects, the 
choicest of her free-born race ! And why— 
To feed the pampered appetites of her ec- 
clesiastics, with their confiscated wealth, and 
to satiate the thirst of her tyrannizing rulers, 
who delighted to prey upon the choicest 
spirits of her subjects. “T'was left to a Ro- 
bespiere, to complete the system of exter- 
mination, and "twas done—the Guillotine 
was introduced, and soon France, the coup- 


try of a once free ong, enlightened people, 
became the theatre of Wretchedness, and her 


cities teemed with the blood of her subjects, - 


Vice triumphed over virtue, and the demon 
of discord held aloof in her talons, the gen- 
ius of liberty, about to seal his destruction 
by plunging him to the depths below ! 

Spain too had her share of pride, her al- 
lotment of arrogance. The same spirit which 
whetted the sword ofthe Crusaders, and lev- 
elledethe track of the ponderous wheels of 
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India’s Idol, grasped with iron hand the 
sceptre of heaven and earthly. power, and 
poised the destiny of man upon its errihg 
balance. Here faction raised her hydra 


too long been fostered and protected by the | and instructed in the things that pertain to 


countenanae of the public. 


Tis time their | 


the kingdom of God, could scarcely fail to 


designs were unmasked, and the petty arti-/ realize that their moral: obligations were 


fices which have been resorted to to enslave 


head uncovered, and here shone forth in ail'the pablic mind, were Jaid open to their 


its savage energy, the base-born spirit of 


persecution, and the cringing hypocricy of 
the hireling and theslave. ‘Thousands were 
the victims of suspicious envy, and multi- 
tudes were dragged to the scaifold for dar- 
ing to exercise the rights of reason and of 
conscience. Here kingly pride knew no 
bounds ; it spake, and its victims were hur- 
ied to destruction. King and Beast here 
reigned unfettered, and tattened on the mis- 
ery of human victims. Liberality had but 
to appear, to be crushed, and the voice of 
reason was the war-cry of extermination. 
The human mind revolts trom scenes like 
these, and turns to seek a resting place 
among the more refined and christian por- 
tions of the world. But even here it cannot 
rest in peace, sectarian factions still rise to 
view, and christians, forgetting they profess 
to be such, are divided into parties, and ar- 
rayed against each other in contest for the 
superiority. The same marks characterize 
the several parties as did in the times of old, 
when Rome and Spain directed the destiny 
of the world. The same display of envy, 
malice and revenge, appear in every revo- 
lution and counter-revolution of parties, and 
the same reason seems to be the main-spring 
of action—self aggrandizement, A thirst 
for power and fame seems to have absorbed 
every other sentiment of the heart, and those 
who might otherwise appear liberal and en- 
lightened, are so far touched with the con- 
tagion as to lose almost all the merit they 
would otherwise deserve. One character- 
istic however remains, the most bitter per- 
secutors are invariably the most illiberal in 
their views. Nor is this to be wondered at 
since persecution is the legitimate offspring 
of narrow contracted minds, and since ig- 
norance and superstition are so closely con- 
nected to them in the bonds of affinity. 
What might be the result, were Church 
and State united, let which of the predom- 
inant sects gain the ascendency that may, 
can be easily devised. It requires not the 
aid of an astrologer to tell that sects which 
are now arrayed against each other in hos- 
tile fury, had they the power, would not stop 
to wage a war of words, but would fly tothe 
sword ? The civil power would be called in- 
to action, and heresies and heretics would 
be again the war-cry of the ruling party, 
and the victims of its persecuting spirit. 
That our country is fast verging towards 
such a crisis, is so apparent that no man 
who possesses the smallest advantages of 
information, and whose mind is not becloud- 
ed by the cunning artifice of a pampered 
priest hood, can doubt the fact. Societies 
which have for their real tendency the ag- 
grandizement of sects and parties under the 
specto'is names of charitable institutions, have 
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view. Tis time an account was given of 
the immense hoards of riches which have been 
wrung fromthe hard-earned pittance of the 
orphan and the widow, and poured profuse- 
ly into the laps. of hireling priests, for the 
conversion of the heathen, and which have 
been squandered upon a few purse-proud 
legates, and pampered the overwcaning god- 
liness of cringing sycophants. 
the public were undeceived, and that they 
knew the deceptions which are played-up- 
on them. ’Tis time they were made ac- 
quainted with the real end and aim of all 
these preparations, that they may be pre- 
pared to defend themselves against the worst 
extremity that may come upon them. ’Tis 
well these people cry up intolerance and 
cover with the mask of hypocricy their own 
persecuting spirit. It needs some shelterto 
cover its head from the merited indignation 
of an insulted world. Well may they as- 
cribe a want of charity to others, when the 
profusions which are poured upon them are 
turned to their own ease, and only serve to 
lull their inactive minds into a state of leth- 
argy, and fatten their already pampered ap- 
petites with the luxuries which are wrung 
from the hands of the needy and distressed. 
May God grant that the people ofthese Uni- 
ted States may take warning ere it be too late, 
and dash from their lips the envenomed 
chalice, presented but to seal their destruc- 
tion. 


FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. 
A SERMON. 

“¢ If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those 
things which are above.”’—Col. iii. 1. 

It is the high and exalted privilege of 
those who bear the christian name, to claim 
the freedom of the city of Zion, and to be 
numbered as ‘ fellow-citizens with the saints, 
and the house-hold of God.’ 

To them the soothing voice of invitation 
is often addressed, and they are called to 
the enjoyment of higher privileges than falls 
to the lot of such as are still “strangers to 
the covenant of promise.’’ 

Their high vocation, also, renders them 
the subjects of more important obligations, 
and more exalted exercises than the tempo- 
ral interests of this world require—Hence 
they are recognized by the Apostle as par- 
ticipants in the first resurrection; and as 
such, are commanded by our text to “ seek 
those things which are above, where Christ 
sitteth on the right hand of God :” to have 
their attention directed, and their affections 
elevated to scenes of nobler enjoyment, to 
interests of more lasting endurance than the 
short-lived pleasures of this transitory lifc 
can ever afford. 

Beings thus exalted in point of privilege, 





"Tis time | 





greater and more numerous, than when'they 
groaned “ in bondage under the elements of 
the world.” And we believe it is a position 
universally admitted, that the sphere of mor- 
al and religious duty is enlarged in the same 
proportion that light is emitted to the under- 
standing, or the blessings of divine grace 
are multiplied for our enjoyment. The ex- 


| hortation therefore which our text ‘contains, 


was doubtless designed by the apostle to ex- » 
alt the hopes, and. to animate the faith of 
the believing Coilossians, and to raise their 
thoughts ant affections to Heaven, whence 
the purest of their enjoyments were derived. 

In order that our subject may produce a 
practical improvement in our lives and con- 
versation, it may be useful to consider it un- 
der the three following inquiries. 

I. Are we risen wilh Christ? And if we 
are— 

II. What are the important duties which 
our text demands ? And— 

III. What are the advantages which may 
be expected from the exercise of prompt 
obedience ? 

I. In order to determine whether we are 
risen with Christ, it is necessary to examine 
m as impartial a manner as we are capable 
of doing, our thoughts and feelings ; our 
views and our actions, and carefully com- 
pare them with the instructions which the 
Scriptures of the New Testament furnish on 
this subject : And if they are found to har- 
monize with the spirit of primitive christian 
experience, we shall be able to furnish with 
safety, an affirmative to the question now be- 
fore us. 

As the apostle speaks of a resurrection, 
in this short address, it is important to un- 
derstand what was intended by the use of 
the term as here employed: For upon a 
right understanding of this word, depends 
the practical utility of the text. 

Whatever might have been the sense 
which the apostle intended to convey by what 
he here denominates a resurrection, he fur- 
nishes the clearest evidence, that passing 
from this temporal state of being to a state 
of spiritual and immortal existence was for- 
eign to the purpose of his address: For the 
language of the text itself shows it to be an 
exhortation addressed to the church at Co- 
losse, and implies that they were already 
the partakers of that resurrection, This 
conclusion is farther vindicated by the pe- 
culiar character of the exhortation, which 
directed them to “ seek those things which 
are above.”” Now it appears that if they 
were not then in the flesh, they could not 
have been the subjects of such an exhorta- 
tion by the apostle. The sentiment which 
he intended to convey is fully interpreted in 
the following verse—“ Set your affections on 
things above, not on things on the earth.” 
This resurrection, therefore, did not in the 





6 CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE AND UNIVERSALIST MISCELLANY. 








ee ~ 











least degree weaken the bond of moral ob- 


ligation, but rather enlarged the sphere of | 


their duty by imposing upon them new com- 
mands, and a more refined exercise of their 
moral powers: Hence the aptitude of the 
Saviour’s language: “A new command- 
ment give I unto you, that ye should love 
one another even as I have loved you ; that 
ye should love one another.” 

In explaining what this resurrection is, 
in such a manner as to render it perfectly 
intelligible, it is proper to observe, that it is 
that part of our experience which unfolds 
the first essential features, and discloses the 
great lineaments of the christian character, 
by the revelations of divine truth to the un- 
derstanding, causing the mind to emerge 
from the darkness of unbelief, to the exer- 
cise of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, as the 
light and salvation of the moral world : From 
the gloomy shades of that death which sin 
introduced into the soul, to the enjoyment of 
the light of life, and the practice of right- 
eousness. It is denominated by this apos- 
tle to consist “in putting off the body of the 
sins of the flesh,” and in being “ risen with 
Christ through the faith of the operation of 
God, who hath raised us from the dead.” 
Nor will it be difficult for us to determine 
whether we have passed the ordeal of this 
change, since we are furnished with the 
apostolick criterion,— we know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren ” : 

This resurrection consists in becoming 
spiritually minded ; in having our thoughts 
and affections transferred from temporal ob- 
jects to the spiritual realities of the gospel— 











| and attainment of the sublimer enjoyments 
of the kingdom of righteousness and peace 

If we can well and truly answer these 
questions in the affirmative, we are not only 
happy in the enjoyment of divine favour and 
love, but are in a state of preparation to re- 
ceive and profit by the instructions propos- 
ed in the— 

II. Inquiry which our subject embraces— 
namely, what are the important duties which 
the text demands ? 


?\ many ages, and 


| tion of calling in question the wisdom of so 
ally treats as profound 
and inexplicable mysteries those plain and 
| pointed testimonies of inspiration which op- 
| pose his views. 

But the clearest evidence which a man, 
or any set of men can give of a strong con- 
viction that they have put themselves upon 
_ the defence of a cause entirely hopeless, is 
afforded by an appeal to the weapons of cal- 
umnly and detraction, abusive epithets, vulgar 


(TO BE CONTINUED.) 





expressions and vulgar attempls at wit, togeth- 
with a low and contemptible buffoonery, ac- 
FOR THE TELESCOPE AND MISCELLANY. | companied by such representations of their 
A HOPELESS CAUSE. | opposers’ sentiments as strongly to denote 
Men seldom enlist their influence, lend : that truth and honesty are not among the train 
their names, or hazard their reputation in of their counsellors. 
the defence of a cause, which they are con-{ Truth, however, needs no such misera- 
vinced beforehand, is entirely hopeless ; yet | ble props for its support. It stands forth in 
they often find abundant reason to deplore all the bright array of simplicity and beauty. 
their want of reflection and serious inquiry, | Reason beholds its lovely features and smiles 
previous to enrolling their names with those a cordial approbation. Revelation lends it 
who are the slaves of error and of supersti- the aid of its most powerful sanctions, and 
tion. Days, and months, and years of re-, sheds a halo of glory around its path. Char- 
gret and remorse, are frequently the fruits of ity attends its ample range and sheds the 
such rash impetuosity. But many, very | milder radiance of peace and compassion to 
many, as is too obvious to be denied, obsti-| cheer the abodes of mortality, and to bind 
nately persevere in a course of error, either with the golden chain of love the hearts of 
because they are too indolent to trouble | the sincere, the humble and the faithful. 
themselves with the labour of a careful in- | WISDOM. 
vestigation ; too proud to recant an opinion ——— 
when once publickly avowed, or too super- | THE TITLE. 
stitious and envious to admit an opposing; At the earnest solicitation pf a number of 
truth to their theory, when presented in the | very respectable subscribers, we have con- 
‘most simple and imposing form to -their | cluded to drop the name of Anti-Theocrat, 
| minds, | and continue the Christian Telescope un- 
Numerous examples illustrative of this|der its present improved form and title, of 
fact, are to be met with in every department Christian Telescope and Universalist Mis- 








in being delivered from the bondage of) of human society. Without any direct allu-| 
earthy mindedness, and introduced to an ac- | sion to particular cases, ( for such might be | 
quaintance with the life-giving energies of | deemed personal,) we may describe in gen- 
evangelical truth : For saith the apostle,— | eral terms, what every discerning mind will 
“To be carnally minded is death ; but to instantly recognize as an example of a cause 
be spiritually minded is life and peace.” It,whose prosperity and defence is absolutely 
is therefore a resurrection of the mind above | hopeless in the estimation of its abettors. 

the flattering and tempting vanities of time| One of the first symptoms of the inward 
and sense, and the supreme love of every | conviction of any man that the cause he ad- 
temporal object, to the love and enjoyment | vocates is of a hopeless character, is, that he 
of things spiritual and divine. It is rising | manifests a disposition to abandon the use 
by faith and hope to newness of life, and to of reason in its defence ; choosing rather, 
the deep mental enjoyment of that grace | carefully to infold it in mystery, and to urge 
which conducts us into the paths of new obe-| it upon the acceptance of the multitude with- 
dience. It is the same with being renewed | out inquiry ; or what is the same thing, pro- 
in knowledge and righteousness, after the | posing a mere ipsi direct as the reason why 
image of him who hath created us: Or, in a) it should be received and implicitly acknowl- 
different form of biblical language ,—“ being | edged. : ; 
born again, not of corruptible, but of incor-| Another symptom of a hopeless cause, is, 
ruptibe seed, by the word of God, which liv- | especially in religious concerns, that notwith- 
eth and abideth for ever.” Finally, it is en-| standing appearances are kept up and pre- 
tering into the kingdom of Christ, or cove-|tences held out that the scriptures every 
nant of gospel grace, and by the virtue of| where support the views which his adopted 
ustcigned faith, becoming, in sincerity, as| cause embrace, yet when an appeal is made 
well as by profession, the disciples of Jesus. | to the divine word to disprove such a theory, 
Let us all, therefore, propose the question | he begins to talk about the danger of short- 
t> ourselyes—Are we risen with Christ ?| sighted mortals attempting to pry into the 
Are our minds liberated from the bondage | deep things of God, brings to view the great 
at’ darkness, of fear and of condemnation ?| catalogue of pious and erudite men, who 
And are our affections transferred from the! have cast their influence into the scale of 


cellany. We would however be distinctly 
understood that we drop the assumed title, 
simply to conform to the prejudices, or rath- 
er wishes of our friends. We are not tena- 
cious of names, but as an opponent to a 
Theocracy, i. e. a government in which the 
civil is subservient to the esslesiastical pow- 
er, (as we meant the’term should be under- 
stood,) we deem the title of Anti-Theocrat, 
entirely correct—but more of this hereafter. 
The simple omission of the name will not 
alter our design in the least ;- we shall strict- 
ly adhere to our original plan of opposing 
and exposing, the artifices and tyramy of 
the clergy, to the extent of our feeble pow- 
ers. EDITORS. 
NOTICE. 

We have taken the liberty to send this No. 
to as many individuals in this town, who are 
not among our present. patrons, as we think 
may be favourably disposed towards us. A 


the coming week, to whom the papers may 
be returned, or the names of such as may 
be disposed to become our patrons. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
“ Investigator,” and “a Constant Read- 
er” are received, and shall appear in our 





pursuit of sinful indulgences, to the pursuit the favourite hypothesis, urges the presump- 
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person will wait on them in the course of - 
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POETRY. | By proofs divine and reasons strong, | As on the loveliest flow’rs ; 
-_—- ' TE - | It draws the willing soul along ; | Nor does the moonlight seem more fair, 
“ Sing ye praises with understanding.” | And conquests to his church acquires, { On beauty’s sweetest bow’rs. 

a ————— + By eloquence, which heav’n inspires. | Ah-! but within—within there sleeps 

The following lines from the pen of Mr.| _. ' | _Qne, o’er whose mould’ring clay, 
Edwin ©. Holland of Charleston, (S. C.), O happy, who are thus compell’d | The loathsome earth-worm winds and creeps, 
though perhaps familiar to many of our| To the rich feast by Jesus held ! | And wastes that form away. 
readers, we think cannot fail of being read May we this blessing know, and prize | And what ofthat ? the frame that feeds 
with pleasure by all. We rarely see a finer The light, which liberty suppiies The reptile tribe below, 
specimen of native poetry, in which is com- SCOTT. | As little of their banquet heeds, 
bined such elegance of diction, fineness of | —_—-— As of the winds that blow. 
expression, and beautiful metaphor, as this. | A MOTHER’S GRIEF. iaeaies 

On the death of a young Lady. A SKETCH FROM LIFE. SABBATH EVE y 

There was a flow’r of beauteous birth, To mark-the sufferings of the babe Delightful hour of se a oer 

Of lavish charms, and chasten’d die, That cannot speak its wo ; Of hallowed thouxhis. of Sore ote raver ! 
It smiled upon the lap of earth, ee wot I love thy deep and tranquil close, 

And caught the gaze of ey’ry eye. oF RROW Not wi ey low ; : , 

4 . — To meet the meek ‘uplifted eye, ba Ma bass Sapbee ts ere 

‘“‘ The vernal breeze, whose step is seen That fain would ask relief, That eraod bere ‘the ai iy. val cote 

Imprinted in the early dew, Yet can but tell of agony— The hopes, the fears, that pone the breast 
Ne’er brush’d a flow’r of brighter beam, This is a mother’s grief. All shen daa in light like thine 4 


Or nurs’d a bud of lovelier hue ! 


Through dreary days and darker nights, I love thee for thy fervid glow 


‘“‘ It blossom’d not in dreary wild ‘To trace the march of death ; , , 

fu daronme ley o desert bow, | Tae te fa nd Goqunt igh, pneu rund he sing ay 
But grew, like Flora’s fav’rite child, The quick and shortened breath ; That kent aie ace Baek aie Cee 

In sun-beam soft, and fragrant show’r. To watch the last dread strife draw near, Throu e Ags A & ti th y ht th 

And pray that struggle brief ; 8 Po 9 & VO, SOERATEROR, SRONE e 

‘“‘ The graces lov’d with chasten’d light Though all is ended with its close— ; 

To fiush its pure, celestial bloom, "| ‘This is a mother’s grief ! rs | Ferran removers Soop P| space, 
se els: Pune od pod hero : On viewless wings, to some iyo. bliss. 4 

It seem’d not form’d to die so soon. = ser ow hour, decayed 88, . 

e hope of future years ; 

‘‘ Youth round the flow’ret ere it fell, | To feel how vain a father’s prayers, Tht duwben On this fod “ youd 

In armour bright was seen to stray, How vain a mother’s tears ; And throws ite kind ead sock scen : 
And beauty said, her magic spell To think the cold grave now must close aa ” . othing € charm 

y J hagic sp ; : O’er ali ‘ the little world within 
Should keep its perfume from decay. O’er what was once the chief © teittnes aud se thouake 
Of all the treasured joys of earth— Yet ns , rae ry rts. “as ? 

‘¢ The parent-stalk from which it sprung, This is a mother’s grief ! Shute rBaay Popes 5 eg ales gr ‘ 

Transported as its halo spread, F ( That all is musin 2s. ’ 
In holy umbrage o’er it hung, Yet, when the first wild throb is past, & y: 

And tears of heav’n-born rapture shed. - Fe sg gr x ee ee panel wr 

o lift the eyes of faith to heaven, we, : ’ 

* Yet, fragile flow’r! thy blossom bright, And think, “ my child is there” — Lely +0. Yiserenee nas me soul, 

Though guarded by a magic spell, This best can dry the gushing tears, That o’ér Ae . slicboucd rit coil 
Like a swect beam of evening light, x This yields the heart reliet ; All the bright pve of inp ps ae 

In lonely hour of tempest fell. ntil the Christian’s pious hope Rovira. a0 ee kokaet Ook. 


? ¥] ; f! “ J 
Sramnaatanen Geena And Fancy clothes with seeming truth 


The form she rescues from the dead. 





‘“‘ The death-blast of the winter air, 














The cold frost and the night-wind came, THE GRAVE. U. S. Lit Gazett 
They nipt the beauty once so fair !— BY BERNARD BARTON. . Ms AETNY, Serene, 
It shall not bloom on earth again !”” I love to muse when none are nigh, pane, 
: Where yew tree branches wave, GOD IS LOVE. 

Persecution and Intolerance—absurd. And hear the winds, with softest sigh, The humblest flower that decks the vale— 
Absurd and vain attempt ! to bind Sweep o’er the grassy grave. The gloomiest cypress of the grove— 
With iron chains, the free-born mind ; It seems a mournful music, meet The breath of Heaven their leaves inhale, 
To force conviction, and reclaim To soothe a lonely hour ; And whisper back, that “‘ God is Love.” 
The wandering, by destructive flame ! Sad though it be, it is more sweet Streams speak his praises as they flow, 

Than that from pleasure’s bow’r. And wind’s soft hallelujah’s blow. 
Bold arrogance, to snatch from heaven, I = not why it should be sad, 
Dominion not to mortals given ! r seem a mournful tone, 
O’er conscience to usurp the throne, Unless by man the spot be clad ANIMATED NATURE. 
Accountable to God alone. With terrors not his own. There’s not on earth—there’s not in air, 
To nature it seems just as dear A creature by th’. Almighty made 
Our blessed Master’s law of love, As earth’s most cheerful site ; That feels not—owns not—sces not there, 
Does no such cruelties approve ; The dew-drops glitter there as clear, His bright beneficence displayed ; 
Mild as himself, his doctrine wields The sun-beams shine as bright, Creative wisdom—mercy—power— 
No arms, but those persuasion yields. The show’rs descend as softly there, Glow in the, skies—fall in the shower. 
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SUMMARY. 


BEAUCHAMP. 

There js so much sound sense, and just 
feeling, in the annexed remarks of the Phila- 
delphia National Gazette, in relation to the 
case of the assasisn Beauchamp, and the fe- 
male associate of his crimes, that we can- 
not but commend them to the perusal of all 
our readers. 

The tone in which they are written, is 
the more valuable from the contrast it ex- 
hibits to that of some other public journals, 
which, in speaking of this tragic event, have 
made Beauchamp the victim of sensibility, 
and the abandoned wretch who instigated 
his ferocious resentment, an erring but un- 
fortunate woman, more entitled to commis- 
seration, nay, almost to admiration, than to 
abhorrence. 

Embracing the whole history of the case, 
it may be declared one of the most striking 
and awful combinations of desperate re- 
venge, hardened guilt, and fatal result, 
which have ever been offered, whether in 
real life, the drama, or the pages of ro- 
mance, to the wonder and detestation of 
mankind. No poet, no novelist, has con- 
ceived a story more harrowing, nor framed 
a lesson more powerful against the indul- 
gence of licentious passion. 

The wretched female, it appears, was or- 
iginally corrupted by the person who was 
the first sacrifice in the tragedy—a man 
of elevated rank in the profession of the 
law ‘and the society of his State : 
the seducer found a husband for her in 
Beauchamp, and promised, as the cul- 
prits affirmed, a picee of land in consideration 
of the marriage :—this promise, according to 
the same testimony, was v-olated, an attempt 
made to deepen the woman’s infamy, by 
charging her with having brought forth a 
proof of grosser libertinism. The rancour of 
disappointment, the thirst of vengeance, ex- 
asperated her fierce spirit, and gave a truly 
demoniac character to her whole scheme of 
existence. In Beauchamp, she seems to 
have had a profligate, indiscreet and congen- 
ial auxilary, stung, himself, by supposed 
wrong and contumely, and susceptible of be- 
ing rendered a double slave. He was, if we 
may judge from his conduct on his trial, and 
the last scene narrated by the clergyman, 
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doatingly fond of this evil genius, that became 
the partner of his bosom only to consummate 
his ruin aud ignominy. She incessantly 
stimulated him to shed the blood of the object 
of their common hate—for a long time they 
mutually cherished and matured the project ; 
until, at length, by means of complicate mach- 
ination and falsehood, he introduced him- 


soli, at dead of night, into the dwelling of the}; 


devoted victim, inveigled him from his bed, 
where he reposed with a tender and affec- 
tionate wile, and dealt the mortal blow just as 
that wife approached, in alarm, to ascertain 





what meant the ominous dialogue which she 
overheard. 


Her frantic shrieks ; her sad prostrations 
on the bleeding corpse ; her precipitate 
flight from the apartment and rapid circuit 
around the house ; the glimpse which she 
had of the muffled assassin outside ; his 
quick retreat ; the infatuation which led to 
his arrest ; the tale which he invented to 
burden another and innocent person with 
the crime ; the doubts which shadowed all 
the accusations, for a term ; the mystery 
which extended beyond the event to its caus- 
es and agents, and the nature ofthe evidence 
adduced in court—all constitue a body of 
circumstances equal in rarity and interest to 
most of the terrific excesses of malignant 
vice, by the recital of which the human heart 
has been taught the extremity of its weak- 
ness and danger. But the example goes 
further ; the moral is not confined to the 
butchery of one offender, and the conviction 
and execution of another.—The violent death 
of the impenitent woman—whether against 
her will, by the réckless fury of the miscreant 
whom she had goaded so long and steadily 
tothe crime of assassination, or in agree- 
ment between them to perish thus madly to- 
gether—completes the horror and admoni- 
tion of this series ofiniquity, wherein the sal- 
utary connexion, as ordained by God, be- 
tween depravation and misery, between 
crime and punishment, are illustrated in a 
manner that signalizes both his justice and 
mercy.—V. Y. American. 








The following works may be had, on ap- 
plying at 110 1-2 Westminster-Street. 

A Discussion on the question, “Is the 
punishment of the wicked absolutely eter- 
nal ? &c.” in the city of Philadelphia, which 
occupied the principal part of four days, be- 
tween Rev. Mr. Hessians and Rev. Mr. 
McCalla. 

Ballou’s Treatise on Atonement, 2d ed. 

* Notes on the Parables. 

+ Letters. 

ad Eleven Sermons at Philadelphia. 

Kneeland’s Lectures, 2d edition. 

“Translation of the New Testament. 

«Ancient Universalism, as taught by 
Christ and his Apostles. 

Balfour’s Reply to Sabine. 

Stetson’s six Sermon’s. 

Pickering’s Hymn Book. 

“Reply to Dr. Carpenter, 3d ed. 

“ Two Discourses, one at the dedi- 
cation of the New Chapel in this town, the 
other on the Parable of the Unjust Steward. 

Balfour’s 2d Inquiry. 

Balfour’s Inquiry into the scriptural im- 
port of the word, Sheol, Hades, Tartarus 
and Gehenna, 2d ed. 

With a variety of Sermons on various sub- 
jects, by Messrs. Ballou, Kneeland, Picker- 
ing, Dean, Bisbe and Streeter. Also, a 
Scriptural Catechism :—Parents who are 
desirous their children should have correct 
views of thedivine character and govern- 
ment, will furnish their children with this 
little book ; price, 6 cents. 





MARRIED, 

In this town, on Tuesday morning, by Rev. 
Mr. Pickering, Mr. Hezekiah ‘Norris, of 
Bristol, to Miss Mary Ann Barker, of this 
town. 








DIED, 

In this town, on the 4th instant, Albert 
Jones, infant son of Mr, Joseph Tillinghast, 
aged 17 months. 

On Monday, John T. Sheldon, son of Mr. 
Daniel Sheldon, aged 13 months. 

On Friday, the 4th inst. Cornelia Has- 
tings, infant danghter of Mr. Joseph J. Fen- 
ner. 

On Friday, the 4th inst. Stephen, son of 
Mr: Joseph Davis, aged 2 years and 11 
months. 

On the Ist inst. after a long and tedious 
illness of some months, Mr. Thomas W. 
Barton, in the 24th vear of his age. His 
views of the christian religion, were those 
which recognised the universal benevolence 
of the Supreme Being in the revelation of 
his will through Jesus Christ ; calm and 
serene, he resigned his spirit to his God.” 

** Thou didst depart in thy bright noon of life, 
When not infirmity of mind, nor strife 

Of age, did rankle in thy blood. 

In thy short pilgrimage upon this earth, 

Where grief and joy, where good and ill has birth, 
Thou didst endear thyself to each glad soul, 

That knew thy worth.” 

In Glocester, on the 2d instant, Daniel 
Tourtellot, Esq. in the 76th year of his age. 
Esq. Tourtellot was one of the _ revolu- 
tionary patriots, who espoused with ardour 
the cause of his country’s liberties, lived to 
mingle in the festive joys of our great na- 
tional suBILEE, and to preside at the table 
on that occasion with his compatriots, in that 
memorable and glorious struggle. He had 
lived for nearly half a century in connexion 
with the Baptist Church, in Killingly, Ct. of 
which he was a member at his death. For 
more than thirty years, he had openly pro- 
fessed, and earnestly contennded for, the 
faith of Universal grace and salvation. Du- 
ring his last painful illness, he manifested an 
entire resignation to the will of God, and 
gave evidence of his strong confidence in the 
impartial grace of a Saviour. Previous to 
his death, he had selected the text to be im- 
proved at his funeral, and also the persons 
who should be his bearers. He has left a 
Widow and numerous posterity to mourn his 
loss. 

“ Surely in him, the maxim spoke aloud, 

An honest man’s the noblest work of God.” 

In Cranston, on Sunday last, after a long 
and painful illness, Mr. James Harris, Ist, 
aged 74 years. Throygh life he was a firm 
believer in God’s univergal benevolence, and 
sustained the character of an honest man 

In Foster, on Wednesday last, Mrs. Ma- 
ry A Hopkins, wife of Hon. Robert Hop- 
kins, aged 61. 

In Barrington, cn the 4th inst. Mrs. Mary 
Allen, aged 77 years, 
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